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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. LINDER). 

b 1815 
Mr. LINDER. I thank the gentleman 

for yielding. 
Griffin Bell was a friend of mine for 

maybe 20 years and a decent human 
being. I’m not going to go back and re-
flect on his contributions to his city, 
his State or his Nation. Mr. JOHNSON 
and Mr. POE have already done that. 

He served in many capacities in a de-
cent way, but I just want to get some-
thing in the record. You never, ever 
will understand Griffin Bell until you 
understand what a wonderful sense of 
humor he had. 

I moved to Georgia from Minnesota 
in 1969, almost 40 years ago, and one of 
the things we have in the South is re-
spect for story telling and great good 
humor. And I have never heard a better 
one than Griffin Bell. And some of the 
stories he told me about he and Charlie 
Kirbo, who was another of President 
Carter’s close personal advisers, as 
partners representing companies and 
individuals were just hilarious. 

I want you to know that the Nation 
is going to miss a great man, and those 
of us who knew him are missing a great 
humorist. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time, 
and I have no more speakers. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge adoption of this H. Res, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I can think of no man who deserves 
these accolades who is greater than the 
late Judge Griffin Bell, and I look for-
ward to this measure passing. 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to commend my friend and colleague 
Representative JACK KINGSTON for introducing 
this resolution to commemorate the life of— 
one of the giants in the legal community of 
Georgia and the Nation—Griffin Boyette Bell. 
His passing is a great loss to me, his family, 
and the country he proudly served. We have 
lost a true friend and a prominent leader. Mr. 
Bell’s distinguished service as a civil rights ad-
vocate, U.S. attorney general, World War II 
veteran, and Federal judge reflects his lifelong 
commitment to public service and the Amer-
ican people. 

Born in Americus Georgia, Mr. Bell, the only 
son of a farmer, dedicated his life to helping 
others. Following his Army service in the 
Quartermaster and Transportation Corps dur-
ing World War II, Griffin Bell attended the 
Georgia Southwestern College and went on to 
law school at Mercer College. Even before 
graduating, he passed the Georgia Bar and 
served as city attorney of Warner Robins, 
Georgia. 

Following law school, he set up a successful 
practice in Savannah and Rome and soon 
was invited to become a partner at the promi-
nent law firm of King & Spalding. Griffin Bell 
could not stay out of public service for long. 
Shortly after the election of President Ken-
nedy, he accepted an appointment to the Fifth 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 

As a judge on the Fifth U.S. Circuit, Griffin 
Bell acted as a guardian of our constitutional 

rights and stood in strong opposition to seg-
regation and discrimination. Later, as Presi-
dent Carter’s Attorney General, he was an 
independent advocate of justice. Watergate 
was still fresh in people’s minds, and Griffin 
Bell focused on eliminating official corruption. 
After his work as attorney general, he returned 
to King & Spalding, but still continued to be 
active in the public sphere. He served on the 
State’s Advisory Committee on South Africa, 
President George H.W. Bush’s Commission 
on Federal Ethics Law Reform, and was ap-
pointed the Chief Judge of the United States 
Court of Military Commission Review. 

Throughout his career in public service, 
people from all walks of life—rich and poor, 
black and white, Democrat and Republican— 
benefited from his insight and wise counsel. 
He strove to bring people together and resolve 
differences in a fair and pragmatic manner. 
Put simply, he was a model of integrity. He 
was a strong influence in my own life and was 
an inspiring mentor to countless numbers of 
young people over the years. Griffin Bell was 
looked up to and loved by everyone, and he 
will be greatly missed. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHN-
SON) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 71. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground 
that a quorum is not present and make 
the point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

MISSING ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 
PATIENT ALERT PROGRAM RE-
AUTHORIZATION OF 2009 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 908) to amend the 
Violent Crime Control and Law En-
forcement Act of 1994 to reauthorize 
the Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Pa-
tient Alert Program. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 908 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Missing Alz-
heimer’s Disease Patient Alert Program Re-
authorization of 2009’’. 
SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE MISSING ALZ-

HEIMER’S DISEASE PATIENT ALERT 
PROGRAM. 

Section 240001 of the Violent Crime Control 
and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 
14181) is amended— 

(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(a) GRANT.—Subject to the availability of 
appropriations to carry out this section, the 
Attorney General, through the Bureau of 
Justice Assistance and in consultation with 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
shall award competitive grants to nonprofit 
organizations to assist such organizations in 
paying for the costs of planning, designing, 
establishing, and operating locally based, 
proactive programs to protect and locate 
missing patients with Alzheimer’s disease 
and related dementias and other missing el-
derly individuals.’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘competitive’’ after ‘‘to 

receive a’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following new 

sentence: ‘‘The Attorney General shall peri-
odically solicit applications for grants under 
this section by publishing a request for ap-
plications in the Federal Register and by 
posting such a request on the website of the 
Department of Justice.’’; 

(3) by amending subsection (c) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(c) PREFERENCE.—In awarding grants 
under subsection (a), the Attorney General 
shall give preference to national nonprofit 
organizations that have a direct link to pa-
tients, and families of patients, with Alz-
heimer’s disease and related dementias.’’; 
and 

(4) by amending subsection (d) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $5,000,000 for each of 
the fiscal years 2010 through 2016.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I yield my-

self as much time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, we come to the floor 

with three elder justice bills, each with 
bipartisan support, and each address-
ing, in different ways, serious problems 
faced by our ever-expanding aging pop-
ulation. These problems range from de-
mentia, and elders who ‘‘go missing,’’ 
to neglect, financial exploitation, and 
physical abuse. The three bills we are 
considering today address these crit-
ical problems. 

The bill before us now, H.R. 908, the 
Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient 
Alert Program Reauthorization of 2009, 
addresses the serious problem of sen-
iors who go missing each year as a re-
sult of dementia. It passed the House 
on suspension last September, but Con-
gress adjourned before the Senate 
could consider it. 

The Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Pa-
tient Alert Program was created in 
1994, and while Congress has continued 
to support and fund it, its formal au-
thorization expired in 1998. 
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This legislation, Mr. Speaker, spon-

sored by the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia, the Honorable MAXINE WATERS, 
will formally reauthorize the program. 

H.R. 908 authorizes the Attorney 
General to award competitive grants to 
nonprofit organizations for planning, 
establishing, and operating locally- 
based programs to protect and locate 
missing persons with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, dementia, or other problems. 

This is an excellent measure that re-
sponds to a critical problem, and I urge 
my colleagues to support it. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time that I may con-
sume. 

I’m pleased to support H.R. 908, the 
Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient 
Alert Program Reauthorization of 2009. 

Roughly 5 million Americans suffer 
from Alzheimer’s disease or dementia. 
Of these, 60 percent will become lost 
from their families or their caretakers. 
If they’re not found within 24 hours, up 
to half of them become seriously ill or 
even die. 

H.R. 908 increases the chance of lo-
cating missing persons suffering from 
these diseases within the critical first 
24 hours. Specifically, the bill provides 
grants to nonprofit organizations to 
help create and maintain programs to 
assist in locating missing patients and 
family members with Alzheimer’s. 

We passed similar legislation in the 
last session of Congress, sent it to the 
Senate, and the Senate made a few 
changes and sent it back to us for our 
approval here in the House, but we did 
not have enough to consider the bill be-
fore Congress adjourned at the end of 
last year. H.R. 908 contains com-
promise language from the Senate 
version of the last session of Congress. 

These programs and organizations 
this legislation aims to help are often 
significantly useful to local law en-
forcement when a person suffering 
from these mind-altering diseases goes 
missing. Because these patients are 
often disoriented and confused, tips 
and information from family, friends, 
and doctors are very critical. 

H.R. 908 provides support to these or-
ganizations, indirect assistance to 
local law enforcement, protection to 
patients, and some peace of mind to 
the families and loved ones. 

I urge all my colleagues to support 
this bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield as much time as she may 
consume to the gentlelady from Cali-
fornia, the great Maxine Waters. 

Ms. WATERS. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding time to me and for his very 
warm compliments. Thank you. 

Approximately 5 million Americans 
have Alzheimer’s disease, and the ma-
jority of them live at home under the 
care of family and friends. It is esti-
mated that 60 percent of Alzheimer’s 
patients are likely to wander away 
from their homes. Wanderers are vul-
nerable to dehydration, weather condi-

tions, traffic hazards, and individuals 
who prey on those who are defenseless. 
Up to 50 percent of wandering Alz-
heimer’s patients will become seriously 
injured or die if they are not found 
within 24 hours of their departure from 
home. 

The Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Pa-
tient Alert Program is a Department of 
Justice program that helps local com-
munities and law enforcement officials 
quickly identify persons with Alz-
heimer’s disease who wander or who 
are missing and reunite them with 
their families. 

Since its inception more than 10 
years ago, this program has funded a 
national registry of more than 172,000 
individuals at risk of wandering and 
has reunited over 12,000 wanderers with 
their families. It is a highly successful 
program whereby 88 percent of reg-
istrants who wander are found within 
the first 4 hours of being reported miss-
ing. A total of 1,288 wandering inci-
dents were reported to the program in 
2007. The program has a 98 percent suc-
cess rate in recovering enrollees who 
are reported missing. 

There are also technology-based op-
tions to address wandering that should 
be considered for funding under the 
Missing Alzheimer’s Patient Program. 
For example, personalized wristbands 
that emit a tracking signal can be used 
to locate wanderers. These wristbands, 
when combined with specially trained 
search-and-rescue teams, can reduce 
search times from hours and days to 
minutes. 

Congress originally authorized 
$900,000 in appropriations for the Miss-
ing Alzheimer’s Patient Program for 3 
years, that is, 1996 through 1998, but 
never reauthorized or updated the pro-
gram. Since then, the program has con-
tinued to receive funding on a year-to- 
year basis, but funding has remained 
virtually flat since its inception. 

H.R. 908 reauthorizes, updates and ex-
pands the Missing Alzheimer’s Patient 
Program. 

The bill authorizes up to $5 million 
per year in appropriations for fiscal 
years 2010 through 2016, a modest in-
crease over the $1 million appropria-
tion in fiscal year 2008. 

The bill expands the program so as to 
allow the Department of Justice to 
award multiple competitive grants to 
nonprofit organizations. Preference 
will be given to national nonprofit or-
ganizations that have a direct link to 
patients, and families of patients, with 
Alzheimer’s disease and related demen-
tias. 

And finally, the bill specifies that the 
program will be operated under the De-
partment of Justice’s Bureau of Justice 
Assistance. Currently, the program is 
operated under the Office of Juvenile 
Justice, which is obviously not the 
most appropriate agency for a program 
serving the mostly elderly. 

H.R. 908 has 21 bipartisan cosponsors, 
including the co-chairs of the Congres-
sional Alzheimer’s Task Force, Con-
gressman EDWARD MARKEY and Con-

gressman CHRISTOPHER SMITH. The bill 
has been endorsed by more than 85 na-
tional, State, and local organizations, 
including the Alzheimer’s Association 
and the Alzheimer’s Foundation of 
America. 

The Missing Alzheimer’s Patient Pro-
gram is a critical resource for first re-
sponders. It saves local law enforce-
ment officials valuable time and allows 
them to focus on other national and 
local security concerns. It is critical 
that we reauthorize and expand this 
small, but very effective, program. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
908. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentlelady from 
Oklahoma (Ms. FALLIN). 

Ms. FALLIN. Mr. Speaker, we have 
an opportunity today to take a very 
important step in protecting some of 
our most vulnerable elderly citizens 
who suffer from Alzheimer’s disease 
and other forms of dementia. 

One American in 10 over the age of 65 
suffers from Alzheimer’s disease. For 
those over 85, it is one in two. Alz-
heimer’s patients now number as many 
as 4.5 million in the United States, and 
as we baby boomers continue to age, 
those numbers will only continue to 
grow. 

One of the great dangers for Alz-
heimer’s patients is the tendency to be-
come disoriented and to wander away 
from home. In fact, some 60 percent of 
those with Alzheimer’s will do so at 
some point, and half of them will be se-
riously injured or even possibly die. 

We’ve all heard stories in our local 
news networks, in our local commu-
nities: an elderly person goes missing, 
perhaps just going on a simple trip to 
the grocery store. Local search efforts 
are launched, and there are some great 
programs around our Nation to have 
those search efforts. The family will 
post notices somewhere and pleas for 
help for that missing person goes out. 
And the media certainly can help 
sound the alarm. 

But sometimes these stories don’t 
end happily and sometimes they do. 
The person that has wandered beyond 
the reach of local search efforts can be 
in serious trouble. If the weather is 
bad, or if that person should run across 
some dangerous individual, and they 
cross that Alzheimer’s patient’s path, 
it can end in tragedy. 

In the fall of 2007, a member of my 
church, a lady named Betty 
Ledgerwood, left home one day and got 
into her car, had gas in her car, and 
ended up driving, not knowing where 
she was, who she was, and actually was 
missing for almost a full day. And her 
family even called me here, frantically 
trying to get some help with the media 
to find her. Her family did do all they 
could to sound the alarm. 

Local officials searched for her, but 
she was eventually found, and she had 
died from exposure to the weather, just 
right outside her car, not in my home 
State of Oklahoma, but actually clear 
in Missouri. And she didn’t know where 
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she was, and unfortunately, her family 
didn’t know where she was. 

It’s a story that we hear all too 
often, that a loved one is confused with 
dementia or Alzheimer’s can be miss-
ing. 

And that’s why the Missing Alz-
heimer’s Disease Patient Alert Pro-
gram today that we’re talking about 
will help protect our moist vulnerable 
at-risk seniors. 

b 1830 

This is a program that has potential, 
saving and preserving the lives of some 
of our most vulnerable and threatened 
elderly citizens. It enlists the capac-
ities of many different agencies, pri-
vate-public sector. It does not seek to 
create new agencies. It simply focuses 
attention and effort on a growing prob-
lem. 

So, Mr. Speaker, today, I’d like to 
urge the passage of this measure so we 
can bring the next Betty Ledgerwood 
home to her family safely. Thank you 
so much. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. COHEN). 

Mr. COHEN. I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Georgia for yielding the 
time, and the gentlelady, Ms. WATERS 
from California, for bringing this im-
portant legislation. 

My father had Alzheimer’s and my 
mother has some form of dementia 
now. My father passed away at age 80, 
and there was a day when he dis-
appeared from the nursing home and 
they couldn’t find him. It took a couple 
of hours. They did find him walking in 
the neighborhood. He had no idea 
where he was going. I was amazed that 
he was not hurt or hit by a car or any-
thing. He obviously had no idea where 
he was going. 

This type of program is so prescient 
because there are so many people who 
have been talked about who are either 
suffering from this illness or will be 
suffering from this illness, and the 
needs of the police departments to 
identify them and to have an oppor-
tunity to maintain contact and save 
them before something bad happens to 
them. 

There was a lady in Memphis named 
Elizabeth Ferguson. She was 86 years 
old. In May 2008 she went missing. She 
suffered from dementia. She drove 
away from her Memphis home after 
heading to a doctor’s appointment. Her 
daughter went around and posted signs 
and tried to find her mother. Seven 
months later, she was found in a car, 24 
miles away from her house. She had 
died in the elements. Her remains were 
near the car. She wandered out in some 
vacant fields. 

So this bill is very important to peo-
ple’s lives. I commend Congresswoman 
WATERS for bringing it. It’s the type of 
activity that sometimes people don’t 
recognize that Congress does to help 
people in their everyday lives. I thank 
you for bringing this proposal and for 
the time offered me. 

Mr. POE of Texas. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I will, Mr. 
Speaker, say that I can’t think of any 
legislation that is more timely than 
this, and more needed, to protect our 
elderly from all sorts of harm. These 
are people who have worked produc-
tively, given their lives, and now have 
fallen victim to a disease that we are 
still searching for cures for. And they 
need special protection, especially as 
our aged population increases. 

And so I look forward to this meas-
ure passing, and I want to thank Con-
gresswoman WATERS for her thought-
fulness in producing this legislation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHN-
SON) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 908. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ELDER ABUSE VICTIMS ACT OF 
2009 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 448) to protect sen-
iors in the United States from elder 
abuse by establishing specialized elder 
abuse prosecution and research pro-
grams and activities to aid victims of 
elder abuse, to provide training to 
prosecutors and other law enforcement 
related to elder abuse prevention and 
protection, to establish programs that 
provide for emergency crisis response 
teams to combat elder abuse, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 448 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Elder Abuse 
Victims Act of 2009’’. 

TITLE I—ELDER ABUSE VICTIMS 
SEC. 101. ANALYSIS, REPORT, AND REC-

OMMENDATIONS RELATED TO 
ELDER JUSTICE PROGRAMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations to carry out this 
section, the Attorney General, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, shall carry out the fol-
lowing: 

(1) STUDY.—Conduct a study of laws and 
practices relating to elder abuse, neglect, 
and exploitation, which shall include— 

(A) a comprehensive description of State 
laws and practices relating to elder abuse, 
neglect, and exploitation; 

(B) a comprehensive analysis of the effec-
tiveness of such State laws and practices; 
and 

(C) an examination of State laws and prac-
tices relating to specific elder abuse, neglect, 
and exploitation issues, including— 

(i) the definition of— 
(I) ‘‘elder’’; 

(II) ‘‘abuse’’; 
(III) ‘‘neglect’’; 
(IV) ‘‘exploitation’’; and 
(V) such related terms the Attorney Gen-

eral determines to be appropriate; 
(ii) mandatory reporting laws, with respect 

to— 
(I) who is a mandated reporter; 
(II) to whom must they report and within 

what time frame; and 
(III) any consequences for not reporting; 
(iii) evidentiary, procedural, sentencing, 

choice of remedies, and data retention issues 
relating to pursuing cases relating to elder 
abuse, neglect, and exploitation; 

(iv) laws requiring reporting of all nursing 
home deaths to the county coroner or to 
some other individual or entity; 

(v) fiduciary laws, including guardianship 
and power of attorney laws; 

(vi) laws that permit or encourage banks 
and bank employees to prevent and report 
suspected elder abuse, neglect, and exploi-
tation; 

(vii) laws relating to fraud and related ac-
tivities in connection with mail, tele-
marketing, or the Internet; 

(viii) laws that may impede research on 
elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation; 

(ix) practices relating to the enforcement 
of laws relating to elder abuse, neglect, and 
exploitation; and 

(x) practices relating to other aspects of 
elder justice. 

(2) DEVELOPMENT OF PLAN.—Develop objec-
tives, priorities, policies, and a long-term 
plan for elder justice programs and activities 
relating to— 

(A) prevention and detection of elder 
abuse, neglect, and exploitation; 

(B) intervention and treatment for victims 
of elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation; 

(C) training, evaluation, and research re-
lated to elder justice programs and activi-
ties; and 

(D) improvement of the elder justice sys-
tem in the United States. 

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after 
the date of enactment of this Act, submit to 
the chairman and ranking member of the 
Special Committee on Aging of the Senate, 
and the Speaker and minority leader of the 
House of Representatives, and the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services, and make 
available to the States, a report that con-
tains— 

(A) the findings of the study conducted 
under paragraph (1); 

(B) a description of the objectives, prior-
ities, policies, and a long-term plan devel-
oped under paragraph (2); and 

(C) a list, description, and analysis of the 
best practices used by States to develop, im-
plement, maintain, and improve elder justice 
systems, based on such findings. 

(b) GAO RECOMMENDATIONS.—Not later 
than 18 months after the date of enactment 
of this Act, the Comptroller General shall re-
view existing Federal programs and initia-
tives in the Federal criminal justice system 
relevant to elder justice and shall submit to 
Congress— 

(1) a report on such programs and initia-
tives; and 

(2) any recommendations the Comptroller 
General determines are appropriate to im-
prove elder justice in the United States. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $6,000,000 for each of 
the fiscal years 2009 through 2015. 
SEC. 102. VICTIM ADVOCACY GRANTS. 

(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The Attorney 
General, after consultation with the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, may 
award grants to eligible entities to study the 
special needs of victims of elder abuse, ne-
glect, and exploitation. 
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